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New Taipei City Documentary Film Award
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A Message from the Mayor

New Taipei City Documentary Film Award takes root in images, with stories as its
leaves, grounding itself in this land and flourishing to become the most fertile soil for
documentary creation in Taiwan. For fifteen years, we have walked alongside countless
documentarians, witnessing them use the camera as a pen and light as ink, inscribing
profound footnotes of the times within the folds of the city and the textures of the land.

Through the passage of time, New 7ajpei City Documentary Film Award has grown to be
more than just a stage for competition—it has become a home for creators. From the
germination of an idea to the birth of a film, countless efforts and convictions lie behind
the process. Here, we have witnessed creators nurturing their dreams, realizing their
visions, and transforming personal perspectives into collective emotions.

This year, creators continue to capture the breath and pulse of this beloved land through
images. Thirteen films from winners of NTCDF converge with diverse perspectives
and profound insights.These themes range over many issues such as natural ecology,
cultural heritage, family memories, and education in remote areas.From reflections on
environmental sustainability to stories of individuals shaped by social change, these
films delicately portray the intimate connections between people and the land, between
society and the self, demonstrating the power of embodying era and emotion, allowing
authentic records to be continued.

We extend our gratitude to all the documentary filmmaking teams, as well as to every
documentary creator and partner who has supported the New Taipei City Documentary
Film Award over the past fifteen years. In the future, New Taipei City will continue to be
fertile ground for cinematic creation, where documentaries may grow, blossom, and bear
fruit — ensuring that more moving stories endure, meanwhile, enabling every audience to
see themselves, others, and our beloved land through images.

Mayor of New Taipei City

Y- Pou
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Preface

Documentarians are like mountaineers setting out at dawn—each shoot is a climb into
the unknown; each edit is a search in the midst of the fog. Carrying their cameras, their
stories, and a steadfast conviction, they move step by step toward the depths of the
clouds.

There are no shortcuts on this path—only rugged and winding trails, filled with struggles,
doubts, and even moments of hesitation about stopping altogether.

New Taipei City Documentary Film Award strives to be a companion waiting midway up
the mountain—offering guidance, handing you water, and leaving a light in the storm. We
believe that every completed work marks the most beautiful scenery along this journey.
This year, many outstanding creators have gathered on this platform,with their multiple
perspectives and touching stories. Their cameras gaze inward and outward—traversing
family memories, breaking free from social confines, and capturing fleeting moments that
are transformed into eternal images, leaving audiences deeply moved.

The end of the climb is not merely reaching the peak, but turning back to see the path
paved with images, glowing with the warmth of reality. We would like to thank every
companion who keeps moving forward—for it is you who make emotion the very breath
of this land.

Looking ahead, the New Taipei City Documentary Film Award will continue to stand by
your side, crossing even higher mountains, and bringing the stories of Taiwan to the
hearts of people everywhere.

SO o9dejald
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Messages from Judges/Producers of 2025 NTCDF

#)EZEEEE Initial Review Judges

ZEJERK Lee, Chien-Cheng

EE BN KB AT 3% Professor, Graduate Institute of Creative
Video and Digital Media Industry, National Taiwan University of Arts
BAKEBEREREZ R REHIX Adjunct Professor, Department of
Radio and Television, National Chengchi University

2017 FREBUER (BEMHEE) 28 » mEHEENERE > dAEEBAHR
R —ERANEE - 15 > UFABNEMNREARNEESE > BRHX
RS o Fribacik h RIGRE B R B R A ENIER KRS TEM » TMER
B 7L E > BIEHELSUEKRARRERK - 8—SEniim o RIR
TEWEEHH GHSERHRRERZER > ERMARXZEACERH Bt « 5
SHENIENNE - REPMBESFEENALD > BERITEBEZR W BNERL
ZHEHEME B —BRERIFANKE - WREREFEAME(BEHAZE) K »
AR E R ARRIEAIL AT ©

In 2017, | entered my work See You White House in an attempt to capture the memories
of an era through a documentary out of my passion for film. This time, looking over

everyone's proposals as a judge resonated with something inside and filled me with
emotion.

The New Taipei City Documentary Film Award (NTCDF) has always been open to works
from different regions and diverse topics. It is more than just a record of stories from New
Taipei City. Its reach extends to the rest of Taiwan and other countries as well. Every work
captured keen observations and deep feelings toward society. They show us the power of
documentaries to transcend geography, language, and culture.

Thanks for all the entrants for the tremendous effort they put in, as it made this year's
judging a very emotional and inspiring process. For me, this is not only an exceptional
journey, but bringing back the same passion and original drive | felt when | created See
You White House.

PEE Maso Chen

8 Director
BERREEAMAR AT The Classic Vision CO., Ltd.

BRITEZANMERERZ > HEEALREURKERRAEREERDA
27 m—ERERAEZNIAEAEREERFEZRNGFREETLES
T BRAHIEHCERR RS TR BIRR > FRUKRS| T EZE
SMEIPEERTIRA - R RRAFEERE SRS —RERIFHE

| had two major takeaways from this year's judging. The first was that the number of
works that captured individual life stories and family relationships is on the increase.
The other was the greater frequency of collaborations between creators from Taiwan
and other countries. It shows that the diversity and openness of NTCDF is attracting the
participation of more overseas creators, and provides creators around the world with an
excellent opportunity to obtain their first pot of gold.

F ZE1% Wang, Chun-Chi

B EIEE2MABREBEREERREIZIE Associate Professor,
Department of Filmmaking, Taipei National University of the Arts

IEREAHIFREESE > BRTAFERRRTZRE - KEDFMEKI
BF % BEMBHBHARKZEIASZY ; RRAERNVEZANERITH
o EREENAZINIEMATE - ER—RENRERESETR LS
7o BRR eSS R E SRt A S ESRE SRAVAEE ©

This year's submissions covered a wide range of topics that reflected the broad horizons
of creators. Most of the works took the traditional approach to focusing on overlooked
people, events, and objects in a sincere and robust manner. The more experimental
submissions explore other possibilities in documentaries beyond testimonials and
interventions. Of particular note was the diversity in the backgrounds of director
production combinations that demonstrated how the development of Taiwanese
documentaries now transcends regional and cultural boundaries.

5 H1 & Su, Che-Hsien

BREHE Film Director

B AR PURECINEMA Ltd.

A BEREREF 2 RAE(TENIEHUR Assistant Professor,
Department of Radio, Television and Film, Shih Hsin University

EEREEF2RER » AREMWFABRERZIBERE THE « KR OENIRE) > 5F%
PR R > EAERARRIES -
When compared to previous years, the content this year focused on a more in-depth look

at developments in contemporary society and popular psychology. Many of the works
involved edgier topics and had the potential to be developed into full-length films.

LO 4ADLN SZ0T 4O S120NnpoId/sadpnr woly so8essapy



ST

B SEET \ B 2R TR A I 60T

80

PR BLEEL Chen, Hao-Mei

408 R EUREESRY Documentary Director and Producer

B_REFVEILF > MEBBEARFEM G TR ONTGHRE > BE
EAZTEMHNTE - T8E  ARBEATEERRBHERE » BEESEM
REMRNREL > BEEIEMAENRREAN » THERES —FHXIRESR - B2
xR 0 EEZRVEERFE !

During my second stint as a judge during the initial review, | admired the visual stories that
creators from different generations provided or took an interest in, and ventured once into
the universe of diverse topics. | believe that the inclusiveness accumulated from the results
of past judging meant that no punches were pulled in the submitted topics. | also see how
tirelessly proposal authors worked to produce the exciting proposals that we receive every
year.Do remember to avoid typos in the proposal though!

ABIRZEFFE Public Review Judges

EZRR Sunny Han

ZREBERITHEEERAE B E42E Production Director at Local
Tiger International CO., LTD

BIFELEZ2NRERZTRA  HELEEFERMTAOHNER - EREE
RSB - L RENRDE > SIBRETMHLEE - KERMARNRBERRR > §—
BEMBBIET ANHARESBR o 15 £k » itz h RIFESFEL
RAEGEREENES - ISFMARERR » AAMFFNESR » EEHHH
WERFUBRTERT » URERFIEREREEFIHRAIRE

The creators captured touching moments in life in a sincere manner and from a multitude
of perspectives. Be it their interest in how times have changed and social issues, or the
capturing of emotional moments in everyday life and family relationships, every work was
a demonstration of exceptional courage and honesty. For the past 15 years, the NTCDF has
continued to support the narration of these true voices through film. Our thanks go out to
all the teams that submitted a proposal. Your perseverance makes the stories of this city

be completely preserved and lets us treasure even more the moving moments captured in
the imagery.

E =B Lei, Chen-Ching

& & BY $8 B Senior Editor > B A K 2 {# 1 2 B Bl & Associate
Professor, College of Communication, National Chengchi University >

B 168 K2 Bh I Assistant Professor, Taipei National University
> of the Arts

SENMRZEBED TREWLFBUUTE > FZHR - ARHNEEER
BRERFENREES > NARERE MEBEKERESZRZE NS
EEFEBGIBIE

it hAcs R SR ZRIREEFE - WIERAEZINIEALER - ERER >

STERAESE o

This year's gender issues and migrant reports did not stand out as they did not surpass
efforts from past years. The exploration of the right to affordable housing and family
relationships defined this year's entries instead. Hong Kong itself is now in the healing
phase after enduring very tumultuous times.

Proposals for the NTCDF focused on people's livelihoods. Coverage was expanded to the
Chinese-speaking world beyond Taiwan to serve as a witness to contemporary history.

¥ ¥ E Hsu, Che-Chia

4082 R T{EE Documentary Filmmaker » BEOR&E&E A Founder of
Mine Portal Images, Co. Ltd

2025 V2 HEFR  TEEN ~ FERIFE R - 1 EREE > BRI T8HE
#obkh EENSHEES o

EMEZEL T BEE - WARPANEIEE » EMARKRTESE  thE
REH TN ~ EtsaIRaR -

HASF PRI AR b A ik R R AEENE —RE o
MME2HERE—NREEXRECHAR B - AIENRGREIE -
s —SERRER ~ BIRR TR —X ©

The 2025 entries reflected the boundless energy of the Taiwanese documentary industry
in terms of their controversy, creators' creative background, and social interest. The

topics were quite broad and diverse, while the creators included both the young and the
mature. The subjects came not only from Taiwan but also from Asia and other regions.

| hope that the NTCDF will become their crucial first bucket of gold. | was also delighted
to see how the participants adjusted their roles, perspectives, creative relationships and
positions with every proposal. Most importantly, | looked forward to seeing the day that
each short work completes its transition into a full-length feature.

= 22 {£ Huang, Chia-Chun

foig R EE - BE8 - BT Documentary Director, Producer, and
Film Festival Jury Member » 278 & 1if X 2 Z{F B 1B £4¥ Assistant
Professor, National Taiwan University of Arts

Mithici R B—HEUEMER - ZnaRe > SFEARFRRREASR
ETHAEMETRERYE > Hf TERMIRIBLEHRE) FRFEHI B
MRREESRH O MBIRIBAVCE R BIFE > BB THILHCHRRE > B
T LB R LRI (ERY AT BENE - BePIHATT 15 BRIt hAcER R 52
AILERFABEEARNTE -

The NTCDF has always been characterized by the unrestrained nature and diversity of its
topics. The works chosen this year were closely linked to contemporary events and social
issues as well. The competition for the "Chi Po-Lin Environmental Documentary Award"
was particularly intense and showed that more documentary creators with an interest in
the land and environment are using the NTCDF to explore the creative possibilities of this
interest. We look forward to seeing the expansion of the NTCDF's influence beyond its
15th anniversary.

60 4ADLN SZ0T 4O S120NnpoId/sadpnr woly so8essapy
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H3Z4{E Hung, Chun-Hsiu
408% A 8 Documentary Director

NEEmbrEM ZTTih 0 BEERTEKERERS > BERAEZERZ - REG LK
SR EE mmBYEE - IR ZRVIRS > s B RIEmRRAVE ] > A
AEEmAREX R EEA > EelAEREENRRAKE -

Such was the diversity of topics as well as the high quality of planning and teasers in this
year's entries that it was often hard to make a decision. When creators made their pitch, |
could feel their enthusiasm and see the potential of their works in their eyes. | hope that

nominated works will not only capture the public's attention during the film exhibition but
also become full-length features that dominate at the box office.

& 3L ¥2 Tseng, Wen-Chen
IE / BJERAR Director / Shine Pictures

Ee—EEAERE EAEAIFHNRIESE - 2EX A ZOERE > AR
TEME > RBEGISENERR 0 SIREFRE - BIFEENAEE > BEt
VARG AR FRAVAREF > RIRAERI(EE —ERIERAVACERF o

This is a platform filled with passion that inspires mutual learning and creativity. The
key to impressing the judges is to master the core concept of the film and narrate the

story through mature imagery. | look forward to seeing chosen creators use their local
imagination and international perspective to create an exciting documentary in the future.

£5 %9 & Hsiao, Chu-Chen

EF4oi% R E&E Senior documentary director

BRI TEEE AR 0 EIR Professor of Center for General Education,

National Tsing Hua University
HEAHTEZBEN X ERKRNEZERENELR o EaibicikhH 18
HEpEEEANEFEENERR » FES8ES Tt EEn » 1t
®mE > DEREEBEANEGEERES > ELEEREENX

RiRF BB
R L B
AR ~ 1B
(LT o

Documentary is the best creative visual format for representing contemporary social
issues and cultural phenomena. During the NTCDF proposal presentations, the creators
and topics encompassed the social diversity of Taiwan, ranging from cultural concerns
to environmental conservation and reflections on family and personal life. These all
highlighted the importance of NTCDF as a cultural support platform.
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SREEFTE Judges for The Final Review

s\l & Shen, Ko-Shang

B¥ > 48k EE Film and Documentary Director

£FBAE Hsu, Ming-Chun

428% /B8 Documentary Director
ZERSPARERBRARNBERREEZRMAR

Associate Professor-Ranked Specialist, Department of Mass
Communication, Hsuan Chuang University

#=BA)I| Huang, Ming-Chuan

ERERENCRT R — 2R
Artistic Director of the Chiayi International Art Doc Film Festival
%2 R E& Film Director

= 52H% Huang, Yi-Ling
408k R T{E& > BIEEEM Documentary Filmmaker and Film Editor

£F 258 shu, Meng-Lan
58 Director

B A Producer

+#F A Host

I '[ 4ADLN SZ0T 4O S120NnpoId/sadpnr woly so8essapy
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ECBU T {EthE8ET Production Workshop Instructors

BZARRR Sunny Han

ZRBERITHBBEBER AT B {E42EE Production Director at Local
o Tiger International CO., LTD

BER—EATIESABRENFN » BEFF-EXRZINERE - EUINVEBR
MIBEUOBERYERTE » BRT EWMERTE ~ BRI Al (RARESFIAEER LAY o
2 RMER TR > MBEREARIEIAET » HHTHFZEEAEINIE
HATELERBAORNSE > SEWERFITTRICER TR o

This is an era when artificial intelligence is set to sweep everything in its path aside.
Nevertheless, there are certain observations, emotions, and heartbreaking insights in life
that not even the most advanced or powerful Al servers can ever possibly replace. The
2-day production workshop produced many unexpected sparks during the brainstorming
sessions. | look forward to seeing how the team perfectly documents these moving
stories.

ZEHRTS Lee, Hsiang-Hsiu
408 R 8 Documentary Director

RABERIBEEFRIbHACH R RAVEE RGER - ZHRAEBNINEEE > IRT
RIFRLZTEHENEZTENM > FITRHNE > EEFmBERREATELEE
FRERIEA - TREBLRAENERELZ > WERT R RIENREEK > &
ABIBIEMBRNEE 2 — o

This is my first time serving as a mentoring producer for the New Taipei City Documentary
Film Award. Many promising project proposals were presented, not only showcasing a
wide range of diverse and rich subject matter, but also holding great potential to stand
out in future film festivals. At a time when documentary filmmaking in Taiwan is thriving,

this long-standing production grant has become one of the key incubators for nurturing
emerging talents.

853 'E Su, Che-Hsien

BER/EE Film Director #HMEF AR /AT PURECINEMA Ltd.
I AL EBEE BB RAE(EIBEHET Assistant Professor,
Department of Radio, Television and Film, Shih Hsin University

BEERIFZAEZNAERBLUNRANRAEY] » BRIFEFNZMRE

FE7] > MIABRERRS IR ZEE ©
RERNZSHET > NBLIRERLZ GERERIEE > REFFmITH

Many of the film diaries showed the potential to be developed into full-length features.
The artistic expression and viewpoints of the creators all generated audience interest as
well.

Most of the proposals were very well-written with contents that reflect current changes in
Taiwan and the world. I am really looking forward to their completion.

EZR Elvis A-Liang LU

408% A & Documentary Director

2/
RSEARTIRLEH > SUBRFLZERLEHNINER » FTwmTHRETER
T FAEBEEHETERT AT AT > ERIERVBEIES
MR EHMEMMABE 5 FIWERHE S » ERRFZINED » HM—ER=
W—EFTEAL BN E > FERRERE > TSR o

I am grateful to be invited to take part in this workshop and see all of the proposals filled
with life. Even though the perspectives and formats were still being explored by many of
the authors, some promising prototypes have already taken shape. The process of mutual
exchange meant | also learned a great deal from other instructors and students. The way
we shared and honed our life stories really left a strong impression on me. | hope that we
can all meet again one day without forgetting our original purpose.

8'[ 4ADLN SZ0T 0 s12onpoid/sadpnr wolj sagessapy



BT ENER

witmict R R—EREMCERR TRE » BERBEBERRAIE > BFEXE

AEMEBEEZHRER R » SENSRIBREFBERRNEFE <<E'£<~7J</ﬁ

RARVZED) BIMER ~ BkERAE (USHMTE) BEBFEEERE - £i8x

HR - HEDZEREMICTHCER A 52558 © BI2EAEEE - RRIRE Eé‘:

HRMRA I LERGINER > REENEEERRSRARMBERNRE
REBD RTeRAl(E o

Production Workshop and Sharing
Session

The New Taipei City Documentary Film Award has long accompanied and supported
documentary filmmakers, providing substantial assistance for the creation of selected
works and inviting professional lecturers to engage in discussions with the award-
winning teams. This year, we have specially invited past awardees—Director Lo, Yi-Shan
and Producer Chen, Yung-Shuang of After the Snowmelt, along with Director Hsiao,
Yu-Ju and Producer Wang, Chi-Yao of We Live Underground—to share their journeys.
From their beginnings with the New Taipei City Documentary Film Award, to pitching at
various competitions and film festivals, and even developing feature-length films that
reached theatrical release, their experiences will offer valuable insights for this year's
selected teams, helping them find direction and move forward with steady steps in their
creative pursuits.

2025 #FHibh4cek R 3%
B 1Fm

2025 New Taipei City Documentary Film Award Winners
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In the Prison Cell, Giving a Peace Sign

RN

Director's Biography
F17

Parco WONG Lok Hang

T%17 > BBCHER ERERZBRRIFE  REBRIBRLEEE - /\F
USEHAEE » BEERAEIE  LUEARABRSXKE « BUGES ()
Fx@ o

Parco WONG Lok Hang is a Hong Kong documentary director and film creator
whose works span the drama and documentary genres. Wong grew up wanting

to become a journalist before switching to image creation to explore topics such
as family, politics, and identity from a personal perspective.

H3E Director : SH Producer:
FE %417 Parco WONG Lok Hang | /2% Pony MA

. Yl 1Y -
o ok
v ¥ ot 4 ’
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L. < —
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BHWEAFAIR - EESEEIRIEL IR
On the eve of his younger brother's imprisonment, he returned to
Kowloon Peak to talk with his brother.

HWERS7T Storyline

g8 (ER) [EAXRK 2019 FX2HRIBEBETKIEE  IREBC 2014
FRIRIBRVEE » MR ARFRPAERLUTE - EERERBHN TS5
DBFT > BE/NRGREHEETE EIIETE > 20 FRINEZRERS
AR > REAEBNBEDHRERER - BRARMAKR-ARELL -
RERRSK > —ABR—EREEDS - HHTHRBERNEL V-

The elder brother (the director) is writing a petition letter for his younger brother,
caught up in the events of 2019. He recalls his own arrest in 2014 but finds it hard
to put pen to paper due to the estrangement between the two. The elder brother
sought refuge in re-watching family videos. He was surprised that their father had
taken the brothers up the mountains to watch the mists. The mists from twenty
years ago have now become a storm. The fate of the brothers and Hong Kong
seems to have already been set in storm. The night before the younger brother was
to go to prison, the two decided to ride up the mountain and have a heart-to-heart
talk. They suddenly had the idea to play a game: Film the younger brother giving
the Peace sign from the prison cell.

L'[ SIBuUUIM piemy w4 Aieuswinodoq Ay 1adie] mMapN GZ0T
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HEAIEE A Message from the Director

RAESBRASBBIE D IRBAR AR ? ERHNRER - BUaRIHFA—
KA > BREXERMEHFLZRILSE - BIFRKME2E
REPHRIRE > TREABC ) MHNESAPRELNEE

BIREMAB R ERAVKIGE » 7 HRMERZSHPIANN—@E o fthi
RIMNEAHRFEEE (FELESwds) » BANRA RN HMeR% -
MIRRIE ARG R A T FPHERRIMARY 2R R o

Have you ever argued with your family over political differences? In my story,
politics split up our family but also brought us back together again.

To me, being a creator is about finding meaning in the absurdity, whether it's for
me or to search for meaning within what happened.

I only discovered there was much | didn't know about my younger brother when
| read through the petitions that other people wrote for him. Though we shared
similar experiences (being arrested for social activism), this didn't bring us closer
together. The shooting of this short film became the opportunity and the start of
the mending in our relationship.

V #HUTERKIERE
A petition that is hard to write.

A SE (B8 REREHERS
Older brother (the director) is riding a motorcycle with his younger brother behind
him.

A RIS ERVER > WERMAUUMBEENEYS « 4SS TBUKRERS > BLE
E—AEESLEMRE > 20 FRIKREE —RAB —IRER
From the road on Kowloon Peak, you can overlook the whole of the Kowloon
Peninsula, Victoria Harbor, and Hong Kong Island. On the road is a winding road sign
and our father brought the whole family here for the first time 20 years ago.

6'[ SIBuUUIM piemy w4 Aieuswinodoq Ay 1adie] mMapN GZ0T
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A Silent Before Farewell

RN
Director's Biography

FIRE

Li, I-Hsuan

F75E > REBIFERICHEREE > gaficiHER (HEMR) Efth
seEx A RBNWIRVAREE » BEARIATELEBRUER - BREBSERES
EENEARE > ECBEMEZE 0 SHERTNNE -

Li, I-Hsuan is an image creator and documentary director. His first short
documentary Mutualism set him on his path of documenting people and
animals. He focuses on the internal emotional rifts in people, and is adept at
using poetic language to control the flow of the story. He strives to find the
power within the silence between the documentary and narrative.

H3E Director : SH Producer:
ZJREF Li, I-Hsuan BRE=H Chen, Chia-Pei

A RRAAHIZ Larry
Larry the labrador in long-term care.

WEM7T Storyline

EHERFETEETRL AN ARERSTH > (FRESHD) 2
— PR Y RIRE R TR A - EREBEEENAEIE
B RRYRERFIEE » BRBERE—RRATENERF > 2k
—RTFEZERB AR ©

People usually shy away from separation and death because there is no way to
become familiar with it all. A Silent Before Farewell is a documentary about long-
term care and home euthanasia for pets. The everyday life of the vet Liao, Kuan-
Chi and the silent conversations with different pet families invite the audience to
experience all the different emotions before the next choice is made in one farewell
after another.

'[ Z SIBuUUIM piemy w4 Aieuswinodoq Ay 1adie] mMapN GZ0T
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HEAIEE A Message from the Director

MEFFEAREMINER » RS0 7 BN > HIFFE e R
R—ARETRARNEE - ftheh - BAERMHIIE  TEEMER
BEFSEAFIERNES > IFLERMEE—ERE LB -
EmETFERREEET » RIRAEIARE o

ma L EENESERNER > FrnEERe > FENEDNA
HEREEE > BRBMEBEYRANSKE - hEFEER REE M
MER 2@ PRERBRERRY » h2EEFRZENRZ RS

Maybe it's one of life's lessons. When | met Vet Liao during this stage, | was very
curious about how he felt about this - the taking on of unwanted responsibilities.
Liao said that this was his work. Seeing all these lives with no hope of recovery
during his long-term care work meant that home euthanasia almost seemed like
a liberation of the mind. Though both types of work involved coming face to face
with death, the feelings were completely different.

Li began filming Vet Liao even while he was troubled by many unanswered
questions in life. Even though he knew that there could be no answer, the stories
between Liao and the pets' families may reveal all the flow of emotions that exist
in the silence between "Care" and "Farewell."

V ERRBISERORAIE D
Vet Liao talking about his mindset in long-term care.

™ .

A Larry 81 ARYEHAEIES
Routine follow-up with Larry and its owner.

A BRBENZELET
Popo the Shiba Inu being euthanized.

T
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The Whisper of Midwives

RN

Director's Biography
ZFIE I ~

Li, Chih-Han .

ZFIEUE > 2015 FEEARIAGLE - TFEZRTREAERRS > 8H
ERITA ST AR L o

RIS REHIEEELRETNAY RS » EEBBEAENE
ZEmEBRIRNEMENSERLE o

Li, Chih-Han started working in post-editing in 2015. In recent years, she has
begun turning her attention to being on location because she wants to become
closer to people and the land.

Her attention is on characters and settings that fall through the cracks in the
system and history. She attempts to rethink the tension of life experiences and
the multiple possibilities of the narrative.

IRIZ#IT Production Assistant :
[AhBsF Chou, Hsu-Ping

% Cameraman: = Re-recording Mixer :
ZFIEI# Li, Chih-Han & A Huang, Cheng-Yu
B’ Camera Assistant: | #83 Colorist :

3R7kBH Chang, Yung-Ming | £ Chin, Chien-Yu
FE#5:H Wang, Ren-Yi

=% Director : A H Producer :
Z=1FI# Li, Chih-Han | EE&f& Hsueh, Lo-Yi

A BEBEPAETBE—BEMEMmGRE
En-Shen Midwifery Clinic assisted in more than 10,000 births.

WEM7T Storyline

Y EESBHER  SROSHERGRNENEN o B
BIBIEE XA R 2B LIS IRIRE - IR BT 5
EATSE o
EERNLBRERNHRES > h—ESEHEED > DERLAA
ERHRERTE o EHEMEXMBR RN ERYAEEXIL
B RHEIE 5 BB EEE -

In Taiwan, if you want to learn midwifery skills, you must find a veteran midwife
who is willing to pass on his/her skills. Tang, Kai-Lin chose to embark on this
journey to learn from Wang, Hsiu-Hsia who has helped with more than 10,000
births, even as the midwifery culture is gradually disappearing.

Amidst the shouts of the expectant mother and the cries of babies, Tang learned
how to assist with births while also bearing witness to the realities and paradoxes
in the corners of society. Inside the old midwifery clinic, she saw a microcosm of
midwifery and birth culture. This also spurred Kai-Lin to look back on the meaning
of being a midwife.
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ENESER 2N EMZERREBENBRE - ZFRTEEER—E
FEA LA RINARKMETH ?

FARGEIBEFRR > HIBR T HRLERBFMAVIEER T » SiRmERN
INGEYE o BB—ZITEHE 0 BCHRBNLAZRENKSE > MEER
H—IZRA TEREABEAREHRE) AER -
EEEZMSRERNAZIHER > RMEEHERERE > EME
mEREBIREXEPEFERNZER?

When | learned that Taiwan has the lowest midwifery-assisted birth rate in the
world, | began wondering how we came to forget this companion role in life?

When | looked at the midwifery clinic, | also saw all those illegal migrant workers
without a legal status, or young juvenile single mothers. At that moment, |

realized that | wasn't shooting a story about giving birth. | was in fact asking A BEMISES2MEH > FTHRBHNESEBILEE
questions about why "body education was absent." Midwives Wang, Hsiu-Hsia and Tang, Kai-Lin are assisting with an Indonesian migrant

ker givi irth.
When people who pass on the experience of the female body gradually worker giving birt

disappear, are we also losing the space to redefine how birth and the body exist
within culture?

V' EHBER FHARR K B E R B B P ER AR
Kai-Lin accompanying an expectant mother with premature rupture of
membranes check in at the hospital for observation.

' N . B . -1.. :._ L Pi I*"" |

A ERTZETHESDR  BHEERRE » At =R —ERERE
Once the mother gives birth to a new life, Kai-Lin goes into the kitchen and cooks a
placental meal for her.
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Floating Nest

SR

Director's Biography
HRELF

Wu, Chih-Chieh

BARXREXR » BERHBIHRREEME FAMU TBEE > B
B RS EEER London Film School IEE & B8I/ERET o IREE
BRI IEZET(E o

Majored in English at the National Chengchi University before going overseas
to study directing at the Film and TV School of the Academy of Performing
Arts (FAMU) in Prague, followed by an MA in Film Production at the London
Film School. Began taking on commissions as an independent filmmaker after
returning to Taiwan.

H3E Director : R Producer/ #5 Cameraman
MEGZ Wu, Chih-Chieh BEGZ Wu, Chih-Chieh

A TERBAEEEELOLEMTAE

Lumi spends most of his time around Taipei Railway Station.

WEM7T Storyline

32 mBYPEK » RKARBEDZRER > IRBMEZEIF  &ERR
FEIMEE > ENGOWXIF T #HTITRE—CHENERE R
FERNERNEHETR » BLUTEREE > AR THRROBE -

32 year-old Lumi ran away from home many times due to domestic violence from
his father. He worked at various jobs after starting a family before eventually
becoming homeless on the streets of Taipei. With the help of NGO, Lumi was able
to do casual jobs to stay afloat. After five or six years of living on the streets, what
should have been a temporary transition became an enduring everyday life.
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8;EA95E A Message from the Director

fr5R ~ IR EMBRIZIHE - AERUAEERE > EapvRORE -

Everyday was an endless rotation between the streets, the shelter, and net cafes.
Life consisted of wandering and temporary rest.

A FERIABITHEME KBERESH—A > PABENEKR

Lumi fell asleep next to a row of property billboards near Taipei Railway Station.

£58
A BRUBEEFMEHIRPBRIATEZNRARR

For Lumi, the main source of income is the cleaning job provided by the All
Things House.

A TEKELINER OA %Efﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁﬁm A &

Lumi, Xiaopan and OA are good friends who met each other on the streets.

A ZANE-BBWATFERERFNARRER > §—EROLLE
The three and a group of social workers are good friends who often go on
outings together.
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Minth :@ Teaching Again

RN
Director's Biography

RigR
Wu, Pei-En

SRR BRMEBERLSEEMARE IR FASUEREXRMAR
Fiio BRIAEBEGIES > 2025 FLERER (EREEESEE)
ANEREHERHE -

Wu, Pei-En is currently enrolled in the Graduate Institute of Creative Video and

Digital Media Industry at the National Taiwan University of Arts.

He is a full-time image worker and his 2025 documentary short-film There is a
Broadway in Chiayi was nominated for the PHAH Chiayi City Short Film Contest.

H3E Director :
21258 Wu, Pei-En

—RA—HEGERESHSTIF
The family drinking together and listening to Wu's father complain about
work.

WEM7T Storyline

WER AR RBERHE » BEA 300 ZEHWBEIN—BSU2E
BELDFEEEBERANENFZET  2ERIFTLEZ A hHE
BT BRERRET - NEEMEERAREFANERE—REE >
thX EEERERE ? thNEA T EEMBRMREESTRS LHE 2

At its peak, the Minth University of Science and Technology boasted more than 300
faculty and staff members as well as more than 10,000 students. Declining birth
rates and the poor reputation of vocational schools however meant there were now
just a little over seven hundred students left. Many of the faculty and staff members
lost their jobs as well. My father is a tier-1 manager in this school, which is on the
verge of closing down. What difficulties are he facing? And what made him decide
to continue fighting on in the workplace?
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HEAIEE A Message from the Director

REXANBREET=R/ERER » FRENEZRBEIEEREA UK
sOsRFTEBIA - BETER BRI EHEIRA #’Eﬁ%?%jj °

BEHE > FREURFHEDEZEEEITHEAT » E5RARKRNE
BHEFEANERNLIEEEC - EER—FUROTE -

Filming a family member is both a happy yet painful process. Happiness is from
being able to provide companionship and learning about the person you love
through the camera. The pain comes from seeing how the adversity was more
than your father could handle.

This is more than just a story of a son speaking up for his father. Behind the story
are the many hard-working yet helpless faculty and staff members at private
schools. It also offers the audience a glimpse into the absurdities of private
schools.

VvV BEMNEIRRK
The father working late into the night.

A %é’“#_ﬁéﬁﬁihﬁﬁm

The father taking Vietnamese students on an excursion.

A RERIGEESEXHEHAITSAI)
The school president accusing the father of not making the graduation
ceremony a SUCcess.
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A Place She Called Home

SR
Director's Biography

PRE—
Chen, Hung-I

RE—ERUABREEGESRER Fﬁﬁi)\l‘ﬂﬁﬁ%  RmBERIBA
iR BES > BEBRINCBEE - EEFECHERRIE  FEH
mEME LM FESHEHE ©

Chen, Hung-I explores emotions and interpersonal relationships through
experimental film language. His works encompassing dramas, documentaries
and advertisements have frequently won awards at local and overseas film
exhibitions. He has focused on documentary filmmaking in recent years with an
emphasis on social issues such as urban renewal and female activists.

H3E Director : SH Producer:
BR7Z=— Chen, Hung-I 7 1A Fang, Bo-Ren

A SRS IE AT FREEER B

The sisters Shu-Lan and Shu-Ling on the urban renewal site next door.

WEM7T Storyline

TeEREERNMFET  BRLMEIRE  TEXR - Hitfims -

BREEHIX  BEEHIR » LRAIK » RINZHIR o thfIFERVEAR
EEEE’J% EH B THEXREES  ARFE BREHSFEH
P ERE]) ~ SRR BERRI M IR ©

In Taiwan's protests on affordable housing, it's always the women who hold
out to the very end in defense of their homes. To them, it was the home of their
grandfather, father, husband, and future children. It was never their own homes that
they were defending. When facing the state apparatus, legal system and capitalism
in a patriarchal society, they resisted with the feminine traits of resilience, flexibility
and courage.
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5;8A95E A Message from the Director

HRMRA—  MERT > HATWEERZENA » THRREZEEEER
FH5 - BRRINZE - WERARD » FEERIE - I EEER
MFIEE » ARRFEXGHIAEA - FIRBECHNAATER » 12
R/TEE  MEBATRA#HE » EET—N - EMRARIESF > M
R IR - MBEEEDPEERILKITHIEE - HH
EHMEER  BEXMREHERIERBINIE -

My name is Chen, Hung-l. My exposure to protests began two years ago
when | also became one of these people affected by urban renewal. To my
surprise, it was often the women that were on the front lines. They were not
the policymakers but they were often the first to be hurt. They were protecting
their homes in their own way. Not for themselves but for their families, their
community, or even the next generation. This documentary is not an accusation.
| just wanted to keep a record of resilience and the courage to support each
other even when the odds were stacked against them. | want the audience to see
how these women are the true strength of cities.

V B EREERN AR

Chen, Shu-Lin claimed that urban renewal is unjust.

A i“i?%é*ﬂl%éﬁf%‘k%*ﬁ’%?ﬁﬁmmgﬁ
Hua-Ping, the spokesperson of the Shezidao Self-Help Association, leading the
people in protests.

A FRERBAOTRESRE
Chen, Shu-Lan worrying about Hsu, Su-Hua's health.
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Study hard

RN
Director's Biography

PRETZE
Chen, Wei-Chi

Dtk R EIERER  BREERZERNBERITR > REEEXIE
BT RS - BEEARE WML AL R FYa AR S AR AR EIE -
FHEELUBAE > sChow e FFNE -

Emphasis on documentaries, with many past works shown at film exhibitions
throughout Taiwan. Settled down in Penghu out of a love for its unique ocean
island culture and began accepting commissions on local creative video content.

The director has continued to record the story of Penghu with the ocean as the
ink.

E3E Director : SH Producer:
FRETZ& Chen, Wei-Chi SRS Sin, Ho-Young

A REHNFISHENEREER » 2EXEEDARAE > BETEERNEEA
R TEEMDENERE > AR EENABEREEBANKIREASR
The lookout at Hujin shows how the island is divided into the east and west
sides. Most of the people live in the middle of the island. Mother Nature is
only a few minutes stroll away from human settlement.

WEM7T Storyline

BE > HREERERTRR  ENREESRMEEEARS - 72
BI2FR @ RTEHIMINNE BB ETR ? S —EBIERR K
NS DR R B B o

For every child of offshore islands, they will all eventually leave the island to further
their education. Will the process of pursuing further education be a shackle or
proof of the experimental elementary school's importance? How will the loss of the
elementary school affect and change an island?
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EIEMEE A Message from the Director

URIEEMTEHNEIRAY > BALREZRAENEEHFTIRS > XU
H BERBIBNEEF > 7€ 2020 FRHEAIACER » —EREIIRTERY 2025
FEF > IEREENHSEAREHER ? MERNZFRANX SR
EERKERK ? EE—RBRBANKNERESZFRKIEZ

In 2020, the director began recording the story of the last five remaining
elementary school students on a remote island. What is the true face of island

education like five years later in 2025? How have the children grown up during
this time? This is a journey of growing up and learning.

V BESBEKREEMRE  ELEERHRFEEREMERR
The island is dependent on sea transport. All travel to and from the island is
by boat.

eI

A HGERRGSHE  2REHEMEEE
The class bulletin board being updated. The entire class has just two students.

A BXRAEREE > EREREENAEER
The ceremony of flag raising and lowering is a part of daily routines of the students at
school.
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A Thousand Winds

SR

Director's Biography
RipE

Mok, Kwan-Ling

SE > BEFERFKEE > LRESABRMNAEREE . 88
BB KIRESE © 2023 F 2024 FEBEEEFAZ ZIRAZ Knight-
Wallace Fellowship #8225 o IRFCIEIZHEINFIEE 2 KB EBEMA!
{EREL ©

Mok, Kwan-Ling was once a topical and video journalist whose documentaries
were nominated for the Asia Human Rights Press Award and Taiwan Press Photo
Contest. Mok received the Knight-Wallace Fellowship from the University of
Michigan in the US between 2023 and 2024. She is currently studying a Master's
degree in creative arts at UCLA.

H3E Director : SH Producer:
EiE Mok, Kwan-Ling & E 18 Huang, Hui-Chen
{514 Choi, Sin-Yi

A FAEREMOENEES
The protagonist rode his beloved motorcycle.

WEM7T Storyline

ok > thPIRMESAERERE  AENEHR ? FEBNLTES
L/ 10,279 A » BEFL 2,899 AEKHEEBZEREER > O
NEARTEFERFIGREEREFRE > i8tkh TEEHESE) RAFEREA
BMPIINFEIEY - SERN—HER -

The lives of a generation were changed by a pile of charges and imprisonment. If
the young people had known what shape the suffering would take, would they have
still tried so bravely to change the world? Hong Kong's social activism resulted in
the police arresting 10,279 people. Among these, 2,899 have already gone through
or are going through the legal process. Around 80% have been found guilty and
sentenced to prison. The documentary A 7Thousand Winds converts the numbers
back into people to show how they are responding to the trial in their youth.
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5;8A95E A Message from the Director

BEE—E 2021 FRBNALHR  IHBENHERARERE (LI5HE)
MshE © 2021 £ 12 A 29 H (BHE) KEZ LFIEE > VL
BT > REMEET  Bi—X > REAETHNEEHE > KL E
3% 0 MRS LZIERE - RBETHHMUE » HEZHE ? KX
EER? ER¥F > ABCSBRAHBEREREF » BEERBE—EE
AW EFERFMZH > XREZEEARIRX - 5 2022 FEX > HKiBZ
—IFEAN > MIERETE > MMISEEERNEE > BB 7TREE
RUBE IR E > TMIRESERT > AMEKIREMAMPBREEE ~ &
R B o MRAWHAIRN 4 F > EMMEEERUE > HAREFE B
CHFFREEAEEE > BHEERFARENEEA > MK HE
TR —ESHEINFEAN » BERI—EZTBA - TR TET » HETH
BRI o

This was a documentary that started in 2021. The subject started out as one of
the people | interviewed for Stand News. On December 29, 2021, Stand News was
searched by state security. My superior was arrested and the company shut down.
On that day, | lost my camera, my press pass, and my idealism. Should | continue
filming without any credentials or a job? How should I film it? | lived in fear for the
next six months due to political pressure. | also felt tremendous guilt seeing all the
people | filmed being sentenced and sent to prison. In the summer of 2022, | met
a young man who was accused of incitement. A brief yet frank exchange with him
re-ignited my desire to turn on the camera again. Before his sentencing, | went
with his friends to drink, surf, and climb mountains. He was eventually sentenced
to four years in prison. | finally realized just before he went to prison that maybe
all  wanted to do was to use my camera to accompany youth like him, abandoned

by the times. And | was just like that young man and a Hongkonger. | filmed. | am
still filming, and | haven't stopped my camera.

A EAEHTE > §RERFAZES

While the protagonist was in prison, his mother sadly passed away due to illness.

| —ttmmeuee s

A ITASTFERAMER » XARMBPRMAEREI NEE) — EHEHABELBEME
R BEERA—EEENEAR
On the day the protagonist was sentenced for rioting, his girlfriend and friends “saw
SR him off” outside the courthouse — waiting for the prison van to pass by so he could
A BEBAR tNZARIES FRTRHSSHAMBENSE > EHR0MAR see them, an unique method of farewellin this era.
REMFTF AR
When the protagonist is imprisoned, his girlfriend tirelessly wrote and sent

him letters over the course of three years; the letters have become their most
intimate and enduring form of communication.
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Decision

WEM7T Storyline

RARS IR BEE 5 V42 R A o

EHREERMEAE] > & TRERH » HEMHBFUISINARE o
7 h RIBR | MEEAM—ERR » RKIEM—ERE?

A documentary about silence and turning away.

When the world pushes us forward, whether we stay or leave, we must pay a price
beyond our names.

The film asks only this: For which future are you prepared to bear which loss?

88 Director :
& &K 5 Huang, Chia-Hao

NEMEEE
Park Sculpture

EEZER1%
Abandoned Theater
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Thunder and Rosy Clouds

RN

Director's Biography
(Gik(=

Sophie YiChia FU

BRE > A BRELEXREBRM 0 TEEABHER  FRRE
icikh ~ BIIBR  BEBR - 2t BE > BR (GHEEA > 5128
)~ (HE) BABBEAINCE > HEBBT AR HT SRR

Sophie YiChia FU was born in Taichung and studied at the Department of
Filmmaking, Taipei National University of Arts. She majored in directing for
drama films with works spanning documentaries and dramas with a focus on
immigrants, women, and housing. Her short films, 7he Script of a Taxi Driver and
Home for Sale were nominated at domestic and overseas film exhibitions. She
seeks to raise questions about social issues through films.

H3E Director : SH Producer:
f&i&{£ Sophie YiChia FU =< E Flora LingHwa HUANG

BEEN) | EREEGRIE
Lei, Xia chatting with her stepmother at her family home in Sichuan.

HWERS7T Storyline

BERIEI) 15 RAE > FEEIMEEFERESENHRER > hpI2 7K
FEHRE THRELR » REZERTH > SBPEKESE » RREH
BIF /& ©

My mother came from Sichuan and migrated to Taiwan through marriage. She
turned to religion to deal with the sensitive issues between China and Taiwan.
When her daughter reached the age, her mother had given birth to her, she
decided to pick up the camera and try to piece together her family memories in an
exploration of the paradoxes in her identity.
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5;8A95E A Message from the Director

FEEZANERHBERRE  BRtUERAEEARRNSMN > &K

MEﬁ%E’TéﬁﬁﬁRM$H&§’lﬁﬂ%ﬂé%’m$ﬂk
BRAMA AN ERPENOEE « HEIHK 24 56 REHT
TR HAEIA S B TR RRRERE  AROHEY

BYE EARRYIH SROE 2

BRIV EINMES R AER - RE—ZMARE% » SIMAMFKRE
o WEHREAENEEHEC NS - BREEHETE > #
DREABENRS  FRATUERFMERFRIE o

The offspring of a Chinese bride was a label that followed me throughout my
childhood. It was also why I tried to hide my identity in the past. My mother Lei,
Xia grew up in Mao Zedong's China. She came to Taiwan through marriage and
changed from being Chinese to Taiwanese, a paradoxical existence in Taiwanese
society. When | was 24, | realized that this was the age when my mother came to
Taiwan and gave birth to me. It made me wonder: What was the world that she
faced at the time like?

This was the starting point for my film. It was the start of a dialogue on identity,
religion, and bloodlines. It was also my attempt to be honest with my mother
and society. | hope this story will help us be gentler in how we treat each other.

Vv EEEBHRLERS

Lei, Xia enjoying the scenery on a cruise ship.

A BEREN)IERBFH—IERE

Lei, Xia enjoying a meal with relatives in Sichuan.

A BERMHMEGHTERRSE

Lei, Xia and her two sisters taklng a photo together in front of the restaurant.
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The Farewell

RN

Director's Biography
)

Yang, Ren

BCRRE e ERMMEELRR TIFE > BRNEEBESEKE > B
FEERZENE R - (FmMas & - BEENTF » FLE %Tﬁéﬁi
BXEME - REB (REE) - (REE) EX > TREQSB
RDZME o

Yang, Ren is a Taiwanese journalist and documentary maker from Taiwan. He
studied in Hong Kong and Finland, having a background in both journalism and
media arts. His works fuse video, audio, text with an emphasis on memories,

identity, and cross-cultural narratives. His reports were published in 7/e
Reporter and /nitium Media. His films have been screened throughout East Asia.

8% Director :
¥1= Yang, Ren

SERETHNEABAREERHE - EERIZERE > BAEMERIHR
g2

The old apartment that the director's father left behind is about to be
redeveloped. The director returned here to learn about his father once
more through his belongings.

WEM7T Storyline

7(_ CGRRIETE R > EE0| 'J#HEEM%BFEE%E’J =N E > HPRYmiBRE
BERANTESGREERMEIRESNSE - BthPIEREHNRILRENER
WE - & ERERANRE ﬂl]ﬂﬁﬁhgll%&iltf/—i EBEME ?

After his father passed away, the director returned to the old apartment that was
set for urban renewal. The contents of the apartment introduced the memories and
stories of the director and his family shortly before his father's passing, and helped
them confront their unresolved emotional entanglements once more. How will the
director and his family deal with their regrets and come to terms with the past?
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EIEMEE A Message from the Director

EHhERRAREMAHE KERBCH—XES - HEERE
QHEEBRAT  BEAKXNBER » 18 RERERI - BREHR
ME THXF » FRANTEER > AN EZRMEEFEE - 8
SBVEEARZE » RIMBEEH FEFFHIZHE -

RETOREREPBLEHR D OAEROPHFHERNSRE > HFEES
EmAEERAREIME - IRBEREERERLEI B CKENT
F o BBRRHRRENSE °

This film was an attempt to come to terms with my father, family, and myself
after growing up. I've been thinking about this for a long time but never really
got around to it because it mattered so much to me. Every time | looked at the
writings, manuscripts, and images that my father left behind, I didn't know
where | should even begin. Having so much that | wanted to say made this film
all the more difficult to finish.

In the end, | decided to concentrate on the things that | really cared about but
also found hard to voice. | hope my family will find this film gratifying. If the
audience can see a shadow of their own families at certain moments, then | will
feel honored as well.

V 15 FREERXRTERRESHAIEEZERE > TESHEARAEBRENR
A - BAEENRE
The director's father stayed in palliative care before passing away due to
cancer 15 years ago. It was here that he spent his final days with his family. The
director's father and mother are shown in the picture.

A SETEABPIRIHNET > REBE T —aFHEEH - FRT I 30 FATRIRED
&
The director found a cassette in the apartment that his father left behind, so he
bought a hand-held camera to unlock the family video from nearly three decades
ago.

A EERFEE—REFIXBHARNER - TAERATBHEBERRE > SEMFES
FRAFFR
The first time that the director returned as an adult to the family home where his
father grew up. This place was demolished last year after all the family members had
passed away or left.
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Monkey on My Roof

SR
Director's Biography

Liao, Ching-Yao

iR SR UARTIEE - 2R FEM
fioixh R~ EREIE - BE > ZIWR
FHRE  TEREREFRABR COF)
(RARB) F-o

A documentary director and director of photography
as well. Projects that Liao had taken part in range
from documentaries and short films to TV drama
series, movies, and VR. Recent films that he was
the director of photography for included Sa//i and
Hunter Brothers.

Hsu, Yun-Kang

REMEEXHEENZE > ERZEHE
EEiE  MOERE > ABSHEME
SRR - R -

Hsu has long been interested in issues relating to
arts, culture and military dependents' villages.
Programs she produced have won the Golden
Bell Award and NYF TV Film Award, and were
also nominated for Taishin Arts Award, Excellent
Journalism Award, and Golden Tripod Award.

EBRiFFENEF

The house after the roof tiles were removed.

HWERS7T Storyline

—E iR > TERMZRCER - EIE LEEER - SERSHERY B RN
it o RIS EFHETLEEEBRE L +F  KEMMANEF B
BAEBBNREG - B—R > BRFWBEERIZRE > tFISKIEEEME

A group of Formosan Macaques are climbing through the old trees in search of
food, frolicking across the rooftops in Zigiang New Village in Kaohsiung. Hsu, Kai
and his neighbors have lived here for more than seventy years. Their childhood,
youth, romance and family bonds all took place here. Their homes were devastated
this time by a typhoon and heavy rain. The old houses will need to undergo a major
renovation...

88 Director :
B8 ZE Liao, Ching-Yao
fRZ8FE Hsu, Yun-Kang

SH Producer:
f#%8RE Hsu, Yun-Kang
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&5 Cameraman :
BE#Z Liao, Ching-Yao
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5;8A95E A Message from the Director

ZE > WA > BEFZHRE o KERMERAERERE > BFA
BSAETARERE > SEITHEEREN ' SREF8H > BRT
PRI RIN ~ BEE2IRRRREN AR RERALRE o

FEHHZNERE > RMASELERNE —SENBEMREER « 8113
FEERAVER > UREARAR - EARR—HRBELH > ER—X
T2 FRER 12 1B B EC IR AVARAZ ©

Like people, old houses hold many stories. The house must undergo major
renovations after being hit by strong winds and heavy rains. When the roof tiles

were opened, the "unboxing" became an amazing spectacle with avalanches of
dust and the revelation of the structural timbers.

Surrounded by the floating dust, we recounted all the meetings and separations,
decades of living at home and building of families, as well as the trials by
wind and rain over extended periods of time. This was not just a record of a
renovation. It is also a journey into the memories revealed by the gradual lifting

of roof tiles.

V EREEETREKRE AR

Hsu, Kai the main character, is watering in the ruins of the house.

N b
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A BENER
Broken roof tiles.

A Bt ERE ERRT

The monkeys on the walls of Zigiang New Village.
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Where the Bees Belong

RN
Director's Biography

&z
Hsu, Chung-Yen

SXNBEUSEEMAEERMZEFN > BERGRIERTCE » BUR
BRERTHNREE - fFmRELEREEIER > 2025 EUERE
TRAESHMIRIBCERE - RAGRERTN > S XRGAIF B
RRPEKEFRHER -

The director is a graduate of the NTUA Department of Motion Pictures. He once
worked as a photojournalist and was adept at capturing the stories of ordinary
citizens through his camera lens. Past projects encompassed documentaries
and dramas. In 2025, he won the Chi Po-lin Environmental Documentary Award
with his documentary of the ecology of bees. As a director and photographer, his
focus now is on original video as well as commercial and corporate sustainability
video projects.

8% Director : &k Producer:
#fhZE Hsu, Chung-Yen BR573% Ula Chen

A TR EREEERERS

Dead bees scattered on the ground in the afternoon.

WEM7T Storyline

(BEELOR) B8R E2BRERBHNCER - BEmRTPRER
ME—-—XNWREAE » 2RMMAIELUMPESEEKKAMUEAEENEE
mEIER c BN RENEBRNRGEE  PINBREFEBRHRE - AR
BESREHEEER « RENERRRZEEMNGEELERE > KB
ANBEBEAHERATEE o

Where the Bees Belong is a documentary that explores the ecological crisis facing
honey bees. The daily life of A-Xian, a beekeeper living in Zhongliao, Nantou, is
used to convey the humorous interactions and pace of life as they collect honey in
the mountain wilderness. Despite the deadly threats posed by agro-chemicals to
bees, the beekeeping family insists on living in harmony with nature. The film also
explores structural problems, such as consumer habits, agricultural systems, and
environmental change, to examine the feasibility of humanity living in harmony
with nature.

89 SIBuUUIM piemy w4 Aieuswinodoq Ay 1adie] mMapN GZ0T



YO sommETsE st seot

EIEMEE A Message from the Director

RREFER R R LE - B IERREFECHT M - AERZ
BREGABREE o GERERIX) REZAfRKERME—REE o fth
PEREZTHPESHENK > EEEEARMENE - AMEEHEE
REFXTHES » NRFHEBARRE - BERTHE » SREHEE
HRRTENRYT > BERBRHERS: > BIZRIRRENE - /K
EEBE A SRBREREENESMRG  IRERMEHREE !
ERBRERARE > RIS HEREEBAKENESN?

Using my experience with producing topical films, | like to use my camera lens to
get a close-up shot of stories about the land that people often overlook. Where
the Bees Belong originated from his chance encounter with Nantou beekeeper
A-Xian's family. During the honey season, they chat and laugh while working.
They live simple yet resilient lives. Despite the pressure of entire hives being
wiped out, they still insist on living in harmony with nature. The deaths are the
result of consumer preference for flawless fruit peels that force fruit growers
to spray agro-chemicals that indirectly destroy the bees' habitat. | hope to
convey through this video the true relationship between beekeepers and the
environment. It is also a warning to us: When the bees have no place to call
home, are we too losing our ability to live in harmony with nature?

V ATHBREERE > B LBREMRNER
Beekeepers relocating their hives to avoid agro-chemicals.

e,

“.iﬂ.,‘ k

A HEFEIFETHEE
Hives that died during the pollen harvest season.

Beekeeper A-Xian and his family.
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New Taipei City Documentary Film Award
15th Anniversary Celebrations
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"Emotions in the Sky" Concert

The New Taipei City Documentary Film Award (NTCDF) has always supported
documentary film workers and witnessed the birth of true stories one after another
since it was established in 2011. For the past fifteen years, we have not only been an
important cradle for Taiwanese documentaries but also transformed New Taipei City
into a creator-friendly city and hub of inspiration. Through submissions that are not
limited by geography and theme, we accumulated countless visual essays on the land,
culture, people, and environment. Through the sophisticated camera work of the
directors, we gave voice to social trends and witnessed the expressions of a generation.

This year, we have partnered with EVA Air and the Evergreen Symphony Orchestra to
present the “Emotions in the Sky” concert that weave together classic Taiwanese
melodies, famous international film scores, and imagery from the NTCDF into a
spectacle of light and sound. The sensory journey through space and time will see the
audience find their own special place between the music and imagery.

The concert will not just be a fusion of different artistic formats but also celebrate
the journey into light and shadows over the past fifteen years. The concert will bring
together the emotions of the creators, the audience, and the city. It will also serve as a
symbol of how the NTCDF has continued to use film as a medium for connecting to the
world and for communicating inspiration. As such, it will serve as the grand opening to
the 15th anniversary celebrations.
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New Taipei City Documentary Film Award
15th Anniversary Celebrations
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2025 FrIEXIRF
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2025 New Taipei Theater

The “New Taipei Theater” sends documentaries 30,000 feet up in the sky to silently
unfurl real-life scenes from the Taiwanese landscape along flight paths across the world.
Travelers are invited to experience those ordinary yet exceptional moments and emotions
during their air journey.

This year, the New Taipei City Documentary Film Award (NTCDF) has partnered with EVA
Air once again to launch a new season featuring selected films from NTCDF award winners.
In response to the popularity of diversified playback formats, featured works will also air
on the LINE TV online platform, allowing imagery to flow through more everyday venues
and reach a wider range of audiences.

We hope the “New Taipei Theater” will break down boundaries and turn documentaries
into a window that transcends the constraints of language and geography. Whether it
is 10,000 feet up in the air or on city streets, people will be able to see the reality of the
world, the stories of other people, as well as their own reflections in the play of light and
shadows.
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New Taipei City Documentary Film Award
15th Anniversary Celebrations
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“The Island and the Gaze” Screenings

Fifteen years is enough time for a child to grow into a youth. It is also enough time for a
group of documentary creators to transform silent corners of the world into moving stories
captured in film. The New Taipei City Documentary Film Award (NTCDF) is embarking on
yet another new journey after fifteen years. During this time, it accompanied 144 directors
in the completion of 159 projects - from the uncertainty of hand-held cameras to the
feeling of awe when premiering on the silver screen, we bore witness to the entire process,
and shared with the audience their joy and emotional movements throughout every play
of light and shadows.

“The Island and the Gaze” film exhibition was organized to serve as a milestone
for the fifteenth anniversary. The four themes of “Self-Search: Boundaries and
Identity” , “Sound of Creation: Nature and Future” , “Promised Land: Dreams and
Fulfillment” and “Spoken Resonance - Culture and Connection” were chosen by the
film exhibition to link together 24 hand-picked past NTCDF winners as well as many other
local and overseas full-length documentaries that encompass diverse topics such as land,
culture, ecology, and humanities.

The exhibition will be shown at different and diverse locations to present outstanding
projects from past years to the audience once more but also allow different generations to
meet, converse and think with each other through the films. We invite the audience to join
us in “raising our gazes from the island to the world” and revisit the past fifteen years of
the NTCDF through the flow of images. The journey will also open up new possibilities for
the future.

E
Tl

S

3

i

SL s3uluaalds  azeo ayj pue puejs|ayl,



[FRIREE — Z27rEdasE | EYOE - BAREIRR

EELAERET > EERBK FERIEEBH > SRETMEREL
“Self-Search: Boundaries and Identity” “Sound of Creation: Nature and Future”
Definitions of the self through history and collective groups Searching for the possibility of reconnecting with the land amidst

environmental change
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“Spoken Resonance - Culture and Connection”
Building understanding and empathy in a fluid world

“Promised Land: Dreams and Fulfillment”
Challenging change and continuing to make progress in spite of practical
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Overseas Screenings
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Taiwan Film Festival of Boston

Fifteen years of patient development has turned the New Taipei City Documentary
Film Award (NTCDF) into an important and widely-recognized award in the Taiwanese
documentary industry. Rather than resting on our laurels, we continue to move forward
by actively collaborating with overseas film exhibitions to share the magic of NTCDF
with the world and let the power of visual documentaries from Taiwan reach an even
greater audience.

NTCDF continues its ongoing partnership with the Taiwan Film Festival of Boston (TFFB),
TFFBis now in its seventh year and has always been a strong overseas partner of NTCDF.
This year, the film festival has even scheduled a dedicated “New Taipei City Day”
session for screening two NTCDF award-winning films, namely Solar Power Revelation
by director Huang, Shu-Mei, and When the Rumble Sounds Again by directors Lin, Huan-
Wen and Lin, Yi-Jing. Two directors were invited with our support to travel personally
to Boston to take part in the post-screen forum and engage with the overseas audience
in person. The power and emotions of Taiwan could then be conveyed through the
transmission of sincere imagery and stories across national boundaries.

7" TAIWAN
FILM
FESTIVAL
OF BOSTON 9/19-10/12
S NANe

%
A th"’

9/19-20 /21 23 25 9/26 -10/12

MUSEUM OF FINE AMC CAUSEWAY 13 COOUDGE VIRTUAL FILM FESTIVAL
ARTS, BOSTON (NORTH STATION) CORMNER THEATRE (GILoo)
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o im ,,%:,% E’ FRBRESR Screening Time : 9/21 SUN. 13:30
Y/ E/ HRBREE Screening Venue : AMC North Station

. . . New Taipei City Day : Award-winning
Taiwan Film Festival of Boston | bocumentaries & Forum

A =S (CROLBRURS)

Huang, Shu-Mei “Solar Power Revelation”

A MRIEST s MIGER (EREREBEELER)
Lin, Huan-Wen and Lin, Yi-Jing “When the Rumble Sounds Again”
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Vancouver Taiwanese Film Festival

For the first time this year, the NTCDF will participate in the Vancouver Taiwanese Film
Festival (VTWFF) and expand our overseas presence in order to showcase Taiwanese
documentaries on the world stage. The VTWFF theme this year is “Perception and Reality
- Through Taiwan's Lens” . A variety of Taiwanese creative films will invite the audience to
think about how technology and media are sharpening our perceptions and interpersonal
interactions, and to promote cultural resonance between different ethnic communities.

The film exhibition will feature seven handpicked NTCDF winners including Faces of a
Taiwanese Opera Actress by director Jean-Robert Thomann, When the Rumble Sound's
Again by directors Lin, Huan-Wen and Lin, Yi-Jing, Versus by directors Chang, Tzu-Hsiang
and Dai, Wei, The Journey of Becoming Truku by director Zhang, Su-Rong, Mended
Together by director Chen, Chih-Ming, 7he True Spirit by director Andrie Huang and 7he
Wandering Nationals by director Cheng, Po-Yuan. The imagery will present the diverse
aspects and true stories of Taiwan while also promoting international cultural exchange
and understanding.
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HRBREERS Screening Time : 9/6 SAT. 08:30
HRBRIEE Screening Venue : TEN CreativeHub

Vancouver Taiwanese Film Festival
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New Taipei City Documentary Film Award
15th Anniversary Celebrations
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Premiere of Annual Award-Winning Films
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R -FIEE
Li, Chih-Han

10 B 25H(7%)16:30
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A B - FEEEH
A Silent Before Farewell
g B - YRS

Li, I-Hsuan

A B - ETFEGE
Thunder and Rosy Clouds

g B -fERE
SophieYiChia FU

10 826 H ( H) 14:00
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R 2 - | TMRrERZERLV
In the Prison Cell, Giving
a Peace Sign

g R - B&17
Parco WONG Lok Hang
10A26H(H)16:30

-

Monkey on My Roof
&  E - BEHEE Liao, Ching-Yao
R%ERE Hsu, Yun-Kang

g

7 - EE
Decision
EH-EmRE

Huang, Chia-Hao

B - Wy

A Place She Called Home
- PR —

Chen, Hung-I

F - EEELEX

Where the Bees Belong
# - RPE

Hsu, Chung-Yen
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Marketing Assistance for Documentary
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The NTCDF hopes to see more documentary films follow the path to full-length
features. Past NTCDF winners are therefore encouraged to continue recording and
develop into full-length features with theatrical releases so that their moving stories
can reach an even larger audience. The Department of Information of the New Taipei
City Government has even set up a "Marketing Assistance for Documentary Film” to
provide documentary workers with material support in their creative endeavors.

Marketing support was approved for the full-length version of the 2017 New Taipei
City Documentary Film Award-winning film - 7Ae Extra’s Journey and the film was
screened at the start of this year, offering a glimpse into the life stories of nameless
extras who are now the heroes of their own film. Marketing support was also
provided for £ight Years, the extended version of the 2018 award winner A9 Canine
so that this full-length documentary, the first to focus on police K9s in the history of
Taiwan, can serve as a postscript to their honorable discharge.

We hope such support will bring more moving true stories into the theaters where
they can meet with more audience members. We also look forward to seeing more
NTCDF winners make the transition to the big screen in the future.

Wt PRI T 0 L S i s W M i (5 Wi M) 0 s I v Vichish WAMD

B30 kg

Attt Okl

A RO (BREALE)

Wu, Hsin-Yu “The Extra's Journey”
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Chang, Wei-Chih and Lin, Yi-Ting “Eight Years”
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2025 NTCDF

Pubilsher Department of Information of New Taipei City Government
Phone 02-2960-3456

Date September, 2025

Adviser New Taipei City Government

Organizer Department of Information of New Taipei City Government

Implementer United Daily News
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